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The strategy of state formation of Islam after the fall of

the Ottoman Caliphate

(In the context of thoughts of Maulana Obaidullah Sindhi and thoughts of Allama Dr.
Muhammad Igbal)
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Abstract
The first revelation from the Prophet (SAW) was received in 610 A.D. and

after the migration to Madinah in 622 A.D., the state of Madinah was
established. Thereafter, the four Muslim caliphates (Khilafah Rashida,
Khilafah Banu Umayyad, Khilafah Banu Abbas and Khilafah Banu Uthman)
formulated a global system of welfare for all humanity without distinction of
colour, race, religion or creed for about twelve centuries. At the same time,
this global system based on the state authority of the religion of Islam is
falling prey to global imperialist and tyrannical conspiracies. Now, what will
be the form of national and international state domination of the religion of
Islam? Attempts have been made to trace the views of two eminent thinkers,
Maulana Obaidullah Sindhi (1872-1944) and Allama Dr Muhammad Igbal
(1877-1938).

Keywords: Ottoman Caliphate, State formation, National Democratic State,
Maulana Obaidullah Sindhi, Allama Dr Muhammad Igbal.
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“It is however extremely satisfactory to note that the
pressure of new world forces and the mind of modern the
political experience of European nation are impressing on
Islam the value and possibilities of the idea of Ijma. The
growth of republican spirit and the gradual formation of
legislative Assemblies is Muslim lands constitute a great set
up in advance. The transfer of the power of Ijtehad from
individual representatives of schools to a Muslim legislative
assembly which in view of the growth of opposing sects is

the only possible from [jma’ can take in modern time will
secure contributions to legal discussion who happen to

possess a keen insight in to affairs.”’
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“Let Us now see how the grand National Assembly has
exercised his power of Ijteihad in regard to the Institution of

Khilfat.””*
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“The first question that arises in this connection is this
should the caliphate be vested in a single person? Turkies
ljtehad is that according to the spirit of Islam the caliphate or
Imamate can be vested in a body of persons or an elected
Assembly. The religious doctors of Islam in Egypt and India
as for as | know have not yet expressed themselves on this
point personally. | believe the Turkish view in perfectly
sound. It is hardly necessary to argue this point. The
republican form government is not only thoroughly consistent
with the spirit of Islam, but has also become a necessity in
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